n 


ScLyii^ CL\Aj  ^PU.  ^ ^ 

ti/lM-i^  ^ . ‘ C?  f(n^■  ^i>n^iM/  ^Ul 

A^  Af  Jf^ 


//  O Jt' 


r ■■  >-  / //  ■ • 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  nurnber  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
was  39,  21  males  and  18  females,  equal  to  a birth- 
rate of  22  7 per  1000.  The  number  of  deaths  was 
27,  14  mates  and  13  females,  a deatli-rate  of  15-6 
per  1000  ; the  natural  increase  being  12.  In  the 
previous  year  there  were  40  births  and  14  deaths; 
natural  increase  26.  Four  deaths  occurred  under 
one  year,  one  death  between  1 and  5 years,  and  15 
over  65  years,  of  these  7 were  over  80  years.  Seven 
deaths  are  recorded  as  being  due  to  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system,  two  to  heart  disease,  three  to 
cancer,  and  fourteen  to  various  causes.  There 
was  one  inquest  case,  “natural  causes”  being 
certified  as  the  cause  of  death.  Four  cases  of 
zymotic  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  all 
.scarlet  fever,  and  all  recovered  ; the  origin  of 
these  cases  was  clearlj'  importation.  The  Council 
supplies  disinfectants  and  undertakes  disinfection 
of  rooms  recently  occupied  b3'  infections  and 
phthisical  cases,  by  the  gasification  of  formalin. 
The  death-rate  has  been  somewhat  high  for  this 
district,  but  in  the  absente  of  any  serious  outbreak 
of  any  epidemic  the  health  must  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  ; old  age  mortality  is  conspicuous,  14 
' deaths  oceuired  at  ages  over  70.  February  showed 
the  highest  mortality  ; no  less  than  ten  deaths 
were  registered  during  that  month,  the  chief 
causes  of  death  being  old  age  and  respiratory  | 
diseases  following  influenza,  which  was  prevalent 
at  that  time. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  sewage  disposal  is  by  water  carriage,  wbicli, 
discharging  at  a satisfactory  distance  fiom 
dwelling  house.s,  is  conducted  to  one  side  of  Haye 
Valley  for  broad  irrigation.  The  sewers  are  of 
glazed  earthenware  pipes,  with  the  exception  of 
those  in  Lower-street  and  Well-.street.  These  are 
of  masonry  ; they  withstand  wear  and  are  self- 
cleansing  ; their  substitution  by  pipes  is  therefore 
not  immediately  necessary;  all  the  sewers  are 
ventilated.  In  my  last  report  I gave  a detailed 
description  of  the  disposition  of  the  sewers,  and 
it  will  probably  be  sufficient  if  I now  state  the 
I changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  existing 
j system.  The  sewer  at  the  Bowling  Green  was 
I found,  on  examination,  to  be  irregular  in  line 
j and  fall,  joints  badly  made  and  leaky,  and  block- 
I ing  of  the  sewer  was  of  frequent  occurrence.  The 
1 whole  sewer  has  been  reconstructed  from 
1 Trevithick’s-row  to  the  Poor  Houses,  the  6-in. 

I pipe  has  been  replaced  b3'  an  8-in.  pipe,  laid  in  a 
I straight  line  with  an  even  fall,  it  is  ventilated, 
trapped  and  provided  with  a manhole,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  the  remedy  is  permanent. 
The  sewer  under  the  Post  Office  was  found  to  be 
badiy  constructed  and  defective  ; its  reconstruc- 
tion was  therefore  necessary,  and  to  efifect  this  in 
Its  existing  position  v.-buld  have  been  most 
difficult  and  undesirable.  The  alternative  and 
proper  course  of  diverting  it  was  adopted,  and 
carried  out  by  making  a new  sewer  in  Fore-street 
from  the  Post  Office,  intercepting  the  Lower-street 
sewer  at  Bull’s  Head  Corner.  This  is  a 12-in. 
sewer,  ventilated,  trapped,  provided  with  two 
manholes,  and  laid  in  such  a manner  as  to  provide 
for  its  being  continued  through  the  whole  length 
of  Fore-street,  if  thought  desirable  at  any  future 
time.  A*new  6-in.  sewer  has  been  laid  from  the 
Brethren  Chapel  to  the  rear  of  Liskeard-road, 
the  chief  object  being  to  intercept  the  large 
quantity  of  storm  - water  that  flows  in  the 
Liskeard-road  from  the  Cemetery  and  to  divert 
it  into  the  sewer  above-named,  which  badly 
needed  additional  flushing  ; considerable  economy 
was  effected  in  constructing  this  sewer  by  using 
the  pipes  removed  from  the  old  Bowling  Green 
sewer.  Short  lengths  of  sewers  have  also  been 
laid  in  the  allotment  gardens  in  the  Launceston- 
road.  and  in  connection  with  the  sewer  near 
Frogwell-road.  The  street  gullies,  which  have 
been  made  in  connection  with  all  the  new  sewers, 
and  at  points  in  the  Chapel-street  and  Newport 
sewers,  are  well  built  “mason’s  traps,”  cement 
lined,  and  capable  of  holding  a large  quantity  of 
sand  without  danger  of  obstructing  the  flow  of 
storm-water.  This  sand  is  periodically  removed 
and  therefore  prevented  from  entering  the  sewers 
and  tending  to  silt  them  up ; all  these  gullies 
are  provided  with  laree  strong  iron  gratings  of  an 
ap^woved  pattern.  The  total  length  of  sewers 
eoafitmeted  during  tbetyear  is  70(kt.,  at  a total 
cost  of  £103  Ms.  6d. 


DRAINAGE.  • . , 'I- 

Tlie  sanitary  arrangements  of  the'  Police-station  ■ 
have  been  completely  reconstructed  ; a cess-pit 
has  been  abolished,  all  the  drains  relaid  and 
trapped,  five  new  w.c.’s  fixed,  two  urinals  repaired 
and  all  supplied  with  new  and  improved  flushing, 
arrangements,  ventilation  shafts  erected,  and 
rain  pipes  disconneeted  from  the  drains  and 
made  to  discharge  over  trapped  gullies.  Twelve 
houses  have  had  new  drams  laid  ; ten  houses  have 
had  their  drains  repaired;  and  three  new  w.c.’s 
have  been  ' built.  All  ■ the  drains  have  been 
thoroughly  smoke-tested  and  joints  made  satis- 
factory before  being  covered  in. 

THE  W'ATER  SUPPLY 

is  derived  from  the  Waterworks  Company  and 
Pipe  Well,  also  from  a few  pumps  and  standpipes 
connected  with  the  public  well.  The  quality  of 
the  water  is  very  good,  and  the  quantity  has  bden 
fairly  maintained  during  the  year,  although  the 
capacity  for  storage  is  undoubtedly,  inadequate 
for  periods  of  drought,  and  the  supply  at  times  is 
suggestive  of  waste  either  from  the  servioe.S' or’ 
mains.  . ' 

TRADE  PREMISES.'  - 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  has  got  into 
working  order  during  the  year  ; a register  is  kept 
and  42  places  are  registered.  The  majority  of 
these  have  been  inspected  once  a month.  As  a 
whole  they  are  in  a satisfactory  condition  ; the 
cleanliness,  air  space,  ventilation,  and  drainage  of 
floors  are  consistent  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Act.  The  sanitary  accommodation  is  satisfactory. 
The  nine  bakehouses  are  in  good  order..  Of  the, 
five  slaughter-houses,  one  has  had  a cesspit' 
abolished  and  a new  drain  laid,  and  two  have  had 
their  drains  repaired  and  trapped.  Dairies  and 
cowsheds  are  capable  of  much  improvement,  and 
one  of  the  first  duties  in  the  coming  year  will  be 
to  systematically  inspect  all,  in  or^er  to  ascertain 
the  extent  of  the  necessary  changes  and  the 
means  of  fulfilling  them.  No  complaints  have 
J)een  received  in  oonneetiqn  with  offensive'  trades. 
“"^''"'HOUfiNG  OP'TM^^OKKINU  ’dLASSBS.  ' ' 

Three  cottages  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ; twp  houses  have  been  rebuilt 
and  one  new  house  bviilt ; these  have  satis- 
factory sanitary  accommodation'  and  good  water 
supplies.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Council, 
one  house  has  been  put  in  thorough  repair,  and 
many  houses  have  had  small  repairs  done.  Cases 
of  overcrowding  occasionally  occur  and  are  dealt' 
with  as  w'ell  as  circumstances  permit,  the 
greatest  difficulty  being  the  insufficient  number 
of  labourers’  cottages.  Ten.  or  twelve  cottages 
might  with  advantage  be  closed  if  only  the 
occupants  could  obtain  accommodation  else- 
where. There  still  exists  a need  for  more  and 
better  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

LODGING-HOUSE^. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house,  registered 
and  inspected  regularly  once  a month  ; it  is  very 
clean,  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  satisfactory, 
and  great  care  is  exercised  for  the  healthy  sur- 
roundings of  the  inmates. 

PUBLIC-HOUSES. 

The  registered  public-houses-  are  , in  a satis- 
factory state.  For  the  third  year  extensive 
improvements  have  been  made  by  the  proprietors 
to  bring  their  sanitary  arrangements  to  an  up-to- 
date  state  of  efficiency.  . 

SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  by 
the  Authority  and  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
There  is  an  improvement  in  the  abatement  oi 
nuisances  ; they  are  proi''Dptl3^  dealt  with  as  they 
arise,  in  the  majority  of 'cases  in  an  informal 
manner,  but  32  cases  ' are  entered  on  the  books. 
Pig-keeping  has  again  been  the  source  of  endless 
trouble  in  endeavouring  to  abate  the  frequently 
recurring  filthy  conditions.'  In  consequence  of 
this,  a committee,  -with  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself,  inspected  many  of  these  places,  and 
the  Council  decided  that  the  adoption  of  a bye- 
law prohibiting  pig-keeping  within  30  feet  of  a 
dwelling  would  have  the  beneficial  effect  of 
removing  the  most-  objectionable  and  most 
dangerous  to  health  from  the  proximity  to 
dwellings.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  and  Part  3 Public  Health  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted.  Bye-laws  in  exist- 
ence are  in  relation  to  nuisances  and  common 
lodging-houses. 


